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A treasured elder...

Dancing Pro:
Muller was a member and
trustee of the German-American
Social Club of Greater Miami
and part of its professional
Schuhplattler dance troupe,
shown front row, third from left,
until 2004. At right, Muller on 
a recent visit with sons Richard,
left, and Peter.

Peter Gottfried Muller
You name it and he’s probably done it

‘‘I f you get me started talking, you’ll be
here until Christmas,” warns 90-year-

old Peter Muller, relaxing in the spacious
library of The Floridean Nursing Home in
Miami.An hour-and-a-half later, Muller has
only just begun to describe a remarkable life
with as many and varied experiences as one
could possibly imagine. This oldest of six
children born in the year Woodrow Wilson
was running for re-election has a lifetime
résumé that includes stints as a U.S. postal
inspector, plumber, electrician, carpenter,
professional dancer, elevator company
clerk/dispatcher, gas range installer, profes-
sional pigeon racer (more on that, below),
truck driver, fisherman and decorated Army
veteran. “I just get up and go,” he shrugs
when asked how he’s been able to maintain
an active life into his ninth decade.

Jersey boy
Growing up on the streets of Trenton,

New Jersey, and later, in the Bronx, New
York was tough, even without the
Depression as a backdrop. Muller had to
drop out of DeWitt Clinton High School
when his father went missing and the fami-
ly was left without means of support. His
father, an interior decorator, had gone out to
play poker with the boys and had been
struck by a cab on the way home. “My
mother found him in a hospital a month
later, but he was never the same again.”
Muller took on a series of odd jobs and
learned as much as he could before moving
on to another.

War service
The day after the U.S. was attacked at

Pearl Harbor in 1941, Muller went to his
local Navy recruiting station to enlist, but
was told he was too short. “A year later the
Army drafted me and a year after that I
shipped out of Fort Dix, New Jersey on the
Queen Mary, headed for Europe.” Muller left
behind his new wife, Claire, a girl he had
known all his life.

Muller was assigned to a combat engineer
battalion which landed in France three days
after D-Day.The battalion cleared and then
leveled fields in areas of France recently
secured by the infantry. Pierced steel plank-
ing — a series of interlocking metal plates —

to a kidney ailment.Within a year he mar-
ried Alice, a striking redhead who was her-
self a widow. Their son, Richard, was born
soon afterward. The family lived in New
York, Wilmington, North Carolina,
Washington, D.C., and finally, Miami, where
Muller worked for the Otis Elevator
Company and Alice worked for the Internal
Revenue Service as a stenographer. The
couple traveled all over the world and
remained happily married until her death in
2005.

Living life
Today, only Muller’s baby sister survives,

who still lives in New Jersey. Son Peter is an
assistant manager for a construction supply
company in New Jersey and calls weekly to
check in. Muller’s other son, Richard, lives
nearby and is an attorney for the Miami-
Dade County Public Schools. It was
Richard who researched area facilities

were laid down to form aircraft runways,
and Muller’s unit moved forward as the
Allied battle lines advanced. Muller was at
the wheel of a ten-ton tractor trailer truck
when an enemy sniper caught him in the
hip. Pointing to it, Muller joked that his only
other war wound came when a Nazi V-1
“buzz bomb” fell and exploded a half block
away while he was working on the engine of
his truck. “The blast shook the hood down
on my head and about knocked me out
cold.” Muller’s battalion made its way across
France and into Germany, and by the Spring
of 1945, was just outside Berlin.“I knew the
war was over when I saw the Russian troops
launching fireworks in celebration.”

Back home
Muller was mustered out of the service,

but soon found that jobs were scarce in post-
World War II America. His son, Peter, was
born while he was in Europe, but Claire had
died shortly thereafter at age 23, succumbing CONTINUED ON PAGE 15
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Posting required even if no injuries/illnesses logged

The U.S. Occupational Safety and Health Administration announced recently that all
covered employers must post OSHA Form 300A — Summary of Work-Related

Injuries and Illnesses — at the work site (in the same place as other employment posters)
from February 1st through April 30,2007.Copies of the form are available at www.osha.gov.
Employers are required to post only the summary and not the actual log (OSHA Form
300) of work-related injuries and illnesses and the posting is still required even if there
were no such injuries or illnesses logged in 2006.

Employers required to post OSHA Form
300A at work site
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before choosing The Floridean, a place
Muller gives high marks for comfort and
care. The skilled nursing staff helps him
manage his diabetes and the twice-daily
insulin injections he must have. He boasts of
having put on 15 pounds since his arrival
last June and had just finished off a plate of
the facility’s signature Ropa Vieja, a delicious
spicy Cuban shredded beef dish served 
over rice, when the Treasure Our Elders
interviewer arrived.

Professional pigeon racer
Oh yes, the pigeon racing.“I’ve raised and

raced pigeons since I was 15 years old,”
Muller laughs when asked to explain. “It’s
always been a great hobby, but two years 
ago I came in fourth place in an interna-
tional pigeon race held in Africa. I won
$50,000, which makes me a pro.”

FHCA honors Peter Gottfried Muller
and treasures his many contributions to our
state and nation.

Peter Gottfried Muller
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AHCA Information Center (888) 419-3456
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Dr.Andrew Agwunobi
(850) 922-7245 / (850) 922-3802 fax

Health Quality Assurance
Elizabeth Dudek, Deputy Secretary
(850) 414-9796 / (850) 487-6240 fax

Field Operations
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(850) 414-0355 / (850) 487-6240 fax
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Molly McKinstry
(850) 414-9707 / (850) 487-6240 fax

Medicaid
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(850) 488-3560 / (850) 488-2520 fax

Ann Sarantos, Field Office Manager
Survey Integrity and Support Branch
(727) 552-1133 / (727) 552-1743 fax
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Alachua Field Office
Alachua, Bradford, Citrus, Columbia, Dixie,
Gilchrist, Hamilton, Hernando, Lafayette, Lake,
Levy, Marion, Putnam, Sumter, Suwannee and
Union counties
Kriste Mennella, Field Office Manager
14101 NW Hwy 441, Ste 800
Alachua, FL 32615-5669
(386) 418-5314 / (386) 418-5300 fax
mennellk@ahca.myflorida.com

Delray Beach Field Office
Indian River, Martin, Okeechobee, Palm Beach,
St. Lucie and Broward counties
Diane Reiland, Field Office Manager
5150 Linton Boulevard, Suite 500
Delray Beach, Florida 33484
(561) 496-5900 / (561) 496-5924 fax
reilandd@ahca.myflorida.com

Fort Myers Field Office
Charlotte, Collier, DeSoto, Glades, Hendry,
Lee and Sarasota counties
Harold Williams, Field Office Manager
Regional Services Center
2295 Victoria Avenue, Room 340
Ft. Myers, FL 33901
(239) 338-2366 / (239) 338-2372 fax
williamh@ahca.myflorida.com

Jacksonville Field Office
Baker, Clay, Duval, Flagler, Nassau, St. Johns
and Volusia counties
Nancy Marsh, Field Office Manager
921 N. Davis Street, Bldg.A, Ste 115,
Jacksonville, FL 32209
(904) 359-6046 / (904) 359-6054 fax
marshn@ahca.myflorida.com

AHCA Field Offices

Miami Field Office
Monroe and Dade counties
Diane Castillo, Field Office Manager
8355 NW 53rd Street,
Koger Center
1st Floor Manchester Bldg.
Miami, FL 33166
(305) 499-2165 / (305) 499-2190 fax
castillod@ahca.myflorida.com

Orlando Field Office
Brevard, Orange, Osceola and Seminole counties
Joel Libby, Field Office Manager
Hurston South Tower
400 W. Robinson, Ste S309
Orlando, FL 32801
(407) 245-0850 / (407) 245-0998 fax
libbyj@ahca.myflorida.com

St. Petersburg Field Office
Pasco, Pinellas, Hardee, Highlands, Hillsborough,
Manatee and Polk counties
Pat Caufman, Field Office Manager
Sebring Bldg., Suite 410A
525 Mirror Lake Dr. North
St. Petersburg, FL 33702
(727) 552-1133 / (727) 552-1162
caufmanp@ahca.myflorida.com

Tallahassee Field Office
Escambia, Okaloosa, Santa Rosa,Walton, Bay,
Calhoun, Franklin, Gadsden, Gulf, Holmes,
Jackson, Jefferson, Liberty, Leon, Madison,Taylor,
Wakulla and Washington counties
Barbara Alford, Field Office Manager
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Mail Stop #46, Palmer Bldg.
Tallahassee, FL 32308
(850) 922-8844 / (850) 922-9162
alfordb@ahca.myflorida.com
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